A consensusof available Information is used to produce a working table of conversion for the most commonly used drugs to Chlorpromazine equivalents. A userfriendly computer program has also been developed from this information. The use of the concept In the clinical setting and for research purposes is briefly discussed.
The use of high-dose neuroleptics has been debated in recent literature and reports of deaths occurring in patients given such high doses have received much publicity (Mehtonen et ai, 1991) . The Royal College of Psychiatrists responded to unease among its members on this subject by convening a consensus panel of experts to review the use of high-dose drugs (Thompson, 1994) . Practice is changing towards using an effective antipsychotic dose of a neuroleptic with added benzodiazepines if required for tranquillisatÃ¬on. Awareness of effective antipsychotic dosages for different neuroleptics is therefore especially needed when changing from one neuroleptic to another. Dopamine receptor binding studies have shown that the clinical potency of neuroleptic drugs correlates closely with affinity for dopamine D2 receptors. These studies, together with clinical trial data, have led to the development of the concept of Chlorpromazine equivalents which are meant to be a measure of the relative antipsychotic potency of neuroleptics. A recent survey of 67 psychiatrists with a range of experience has, however, revealed a wide varia tion in perceived potencies of specific drugs (Mullen et al, 1994) .
The study
A variety of sources were consulted in order to reach a consensus view of Chlorpromazine equivalents. These included standard textbooks, product data sheets and the medical information departments of pharmaceutical companies. Re levant articles from the medical literature were obtained from reference lists of publications and by searching the MEDLINE database from 1989-1995. 1989 was chosen as a starting point because this was the year of publication of the major papers by Rey and Schulz's teams which thoroughly reviewed the subject. No restrictive search parameters were imposed with regard to type of publication. If there was any discrepancy in the literature about Chlorpromazine equiva lence the most often quoted figure was used. A range is quoted for depot drugs because of the extreme lack of agreement in the literature. The results of our survey are illustrated in Table 1 .
Comment
General agreement was found for most drugs with a few discrepancies for which several reasons are suggested. Firstly, equivalents are based primarily on dopaminergic blockade and not upon a drug receptor profile for cholinergic, serotonergic or histaminergic systems. This will have a bearing on the conversion of atypical antipsychotics into Chlorpromazine equivalents. Secondly, it has been suggested that the relation ship between dose and antipsychotic potency for some drugs (e.g. haloperidol) may not be linear, i.e. the relative antipsychotic potency of haloper idol significantly decreases as the dosage in creases (Foster, 1989) . Thirdly, confusion between antipsychotic activity and the sedative and anxiolytic effects of drugs would make drugs such as haloperidol seem less potent in compar ison with Chlorpromazine. This latter point was highlighted in Mullen et afs survey of practising psychiatrists (1994) .
While a consensus appears to have been reached for the equivalence between different depot antipsychotics we found discrepancies between the oral equivalent of depot anti psychotics. The manufacturers' literature sug gests that 100 mg Chlorpromazine orally per day 
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